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had a narrow escape from being hanged.
Again he had to make a hurried escape
and in 1771 was back in Spain.

Held to Ridicule.

The next we know of this eccentric
genius, he was living quietly in Madrid,
married and working steadily. A
wonderful reformation, but it is not
known how it came about. He was
introduced to Court and painted a
picture of the King, Charles III. Goya
was what is called a realist, and his
pictures mirror the rottenness of
Spanish society of the period. His
picture of Charles IV. on horseback
has been called a " monument of

serene and complacent stupidity." It
is strange indeed that the artist
managed to retain his popularity when
he was plainly holding up his sitters to
the ridicule of the world. He lived aU
through the conquest of Spain by
Napoleon and painted several realistic
pictures of unfortunate rebels being
shot down by French firing squads.
Another-terrible picture of his is called
" The Death of Truth/* showing Truth
suffering martyrdom at the hands of
priests.

Poor Goya slowly beranie deaf;
then his eyesight failed ; but in the end
it was a stroke of apoplexy that
finished his tempestuous life.
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